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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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; 1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 March 2004 , 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-8, 18-26, 37-45, 56-64, 75-83, and 94-101 are drawn to a 
method or system which utilizes an allocation memory with an allocation 
register regulate memory access and manipulation, classified in class 711, 
subclass 151. 

II. Claims 9-17, 27-36, 46-55, 65-74, 84-93, and 102-110 are drawn to a 
method or system which utilizes a reclaim memory to search associative 
memory modules, classified in class 71 1 , subclass 1 59. 

1. The inventions are distinct, each from the other, because of the following reason: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility. 
Group I could be usable in devices wherein a reclaim memory is not used, for instance, 
and instead uses the allocation memory to search for data elements. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification and the 
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search required for Group II is not required for Group I, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

CONCLUSION 

Direction of Future Correspondences 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Horace L. Flournoy whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2705. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 AM 

to 5:30 PM (ET). 

r 

Important Note 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Reginald G. Bragdon can be reached on (571) 272-4204. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
746-7239. 

Information regarding the status of an Application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PUBLIC PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private Pair only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2100. 

Horace L. Flournoy Reginald G. Bragdon 




Patent Examiner>*^ Supervisory Patent Examiner 

Art unit: 2189 Technology Center 2100 



